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THE LITURGY Of THE EUCHARIsT

17  PREsENTATION AND PREPARATION 
  Of THE GIfTs
While the people’s gifts are brought forward to the Priest 
and are placed on the altar, the Offertory Chant is sung.
Before placing the bread on the altar, the Priest says 
inaudibly:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life.
If there is no singing, the Priest may say this prayer 
aloud, and the people may respond:

PEOPLE:  Blessed be God for ever.
When he pours wine and a little water into the chalice, 
the Deacon (or the Priest) says inaudibly:

By the mystery of this water and wine 
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Before placing the chalice on the altar, he says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
If there is no singing, the Priest may say this prayer 
aloud, and the people may respond:

Sit



“Whenever you fast, do not look dismal,
like the hypocrites.”

FEBRUARY 17
ASH WEDNESDAY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Wis. 11.24, 25, 27
You are merciful to all, O Lord, and despise nothing that
you have made. You overlook people’s sins, to bring
them to repentance, and you spare them, for you are the
Lord our God. .No. 2, p. 10 (Omit Penitential Act)

COLLECT
Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy fasting
this campaign of Christian service,
so that, as we take up battle against spiritual evils,
we may be armed with weapons of self-restraint.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. 
r�Amen.�,

204



FIRST READING Jl. 2.12-18 
The prophet points to the fact that “works” of penance, if not
related to that inner conversion to God in love, are worthless.

A reading from the book of the Prophet Joel.

EVEN now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.
Who knows whether the Lord will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him:
a grain offering and a drink offering
to be presented to the Lord, your God?
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation;
assemble the aged;
gather the children, even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy.
Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”
Then the Lord became jealous for his land, 
and had pity on his people.
The word of the Lord. r�Thanks be to God. ,

205 Ash Wednesday FEB. 17



RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps. 51

SECOND READING 2 Cor. 5.20—6.2 
Paul insists on conversion now! Forgiveness is available.
Ask for it now! “Now is the acceptable time!”

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul
to the Corinthians.

BROTHERS and sisters: We are ambassadors forChrist, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For
our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.

FEB. 17 Ash Wednesday   206

Have mer-cy, O Lord, for we have sinned.r

Lori L. Martine

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.—r

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight.—r

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.—r

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.—r,
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Gather Us In

1. Here in  this place               new light  is stream-ing,
2. We  are  the young—our    lives are    a    mys-t’ry,
3. Here we will take      the    wine and the   wa -  ter,
4. Not  in   the   dark      of     build-ings con - fin -ing,

 See    in    this space    our     fears and our dream-ings,
  We have been sung through-out   all    of    his - t’ry,
Here you shall  call     your     sons and your daugh-ters,
 here  in    this place      the     new light  is    shin-ing,

Brought here to    you    in     the     light of   this      day.
 Called   to     be   light   to     the    whole hu-man   race.
   Call     us      a -  new   to      be       salt  for  the    earth.
   Now    is     the  King-dom,             now  is   the      day.

Gath - er us    in—  the   lost and  for - sak - en,
Gath - er us    in—  the   rich and the haugh-ty,
Give   us to  drink  the  wine of com - pas-sion,
Gath - er us   in      and hold  us    for   ev  -  er,

Gath-er   us    in—    the    blind and   the  lame;
Gath-er   us    in—    the   proud and   the strong;
Give  us   to   eat       the   bread that    is    you;
Gath-er   us    in       and    make us   your   own;

 Now  is    the dark - ness      van-ished  a - way,
  We  are  the   old— who    yearn for your face,
Here  we will  take    the     bread  of new   birth,
 Not   in some heav - en,      light-years   a -way,     But

Gather Us In
  Tune: GATHER US IN, Irreg., Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
  Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Copyright © 1983 by GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.
giamusic.com    800.442.1358    All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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57Were You There

58O Canada
R. S. Weir, 1908                                                A.B. Routhier

1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
 Oh! sometimes it causes me 
 To tremble, tremble, tremble.
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
 Oh! sometimes it causes me 
 To tremble, tremble, tremble.
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
3. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
 Oh! sometimes it causes me 
 To tremble, tremble, tremble.
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

O Canada! Our home and na-
tive land!

True patriot love in all thy sons 
command.

With glowing hearts we see 
thee rise.

The True North strong and free;
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and 

free!
O Canada! we stand on guard 

for thee.

O Canada! Terre de nos aieux,
Ton front est ceint de fleurons 

glorieux!
Car ton bras sait porter l’epee,
Il sait porter la croix!
Ton histoíre est une epopee
Des plus briliants exploits.
Et ta valeur, de foi trempee,
Protegera nos foyers et nos 

droits.
Protegera nos foyers et nos 

droits.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950
Tune: GATHER US IN, Irregular; Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.

Call    to    us   now,   and       we shall    a - wak - en,
Give   us     a  heart     so      meek and   so   low - ly,
Nour-ish    us  well,   and     teach  us     to   fash-ion
Gath-er     us     in—   all        peo-ples     to - geth - er, 

 We shall a-rise at  the    sound of  our        name.
Give us the cour-age to      en - ter the         song.
Lives that are ho-ly and  hearts that are      true.
Fire         of  love in our    flesh and our        bone.



FamILy BLESSINGS
Family gathering: When the family is gathered for a special 
occasion, a feast, a holiday, a reunion, or any other special 
time:

Father in heaven,
we praise you for giving us your Son
to be our saviour and Lord.
Bless us all as we gather here today, [tonight,]
and let us live happily in your love.

Hear our prayer, loving Father,
for we ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen!

Children: Parents may bless their children each day, or on 
special occasions. These or similar words may be used:

Simple form:

may God bless = you, N.,
and keep you in love.

The child answers: Amen!

At bedtime:

Heavenly Father,
bless N., and keep him/her in your love.
Grant him/her a good rest tonight,
and send your angels to protect him/her.
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

The child answers: Amen!

658 Treasury of Prayers



1. Jesus Is Condemned to Death
O Jesus, help me to appreciate 
Your sanctifying grace more 
and more.

2. Jesus Bears His Cross
O Jesus, You chose to die for 
me. Help me to love You al- 
ways with all my heart.

3. Jesus Falls the First Time
O Jesus, make me strong to 
conquer my wicked passions, 
and to rise quickly from sin.

4. Jesus Meets His Mother
O Jesus, grant me a tender  
love for Your Mother, who of-
fered You for love of me.

STATIONS
of the
CROSS



1.   The Annunciation
For the love of humility.

2.   The Visitation
For charity toward my neighbor.

4.   The Presentation
For the virtue of obedience.

3.   The Nativity
For the spirit of poverty.

5.   Finding in the Temple
For the virtue of piety.

Said on Mondays and Saturdays 
[except during Lent], and the Sun-
days from Advent to Lent.



VaRIOUS PRayERS

Prayer to St. Joseph
O Blessed St. Joseph, loving father and faithful 
guardian of Jesus, and devoted spouse of the 
Mother of God, I beg you to offer God the Father 
his divine Son, bathed in blood on the Cross. 
Through the holy Name of Jesus obtain for us 
from the Father the favor we implore.

For the Sick
Father, your Son accepted our sufferings to 
teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. 
Hear the prayers we offer for our sick brothers 
and sisters. May all who suffer pain, illness or 
disease realize that they are chosen to be saints, 
and know that they are joined to Christ in his suf-
fering for the salvation of the world, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.

For Religious Vocations
Father, you call all who believe in you to grow 
perfect in love by following in the footsteps of 
Christ your Son. May those whom you have 
chosen to serve you as religious provide by 
their way of life a convincing sign of your king-
dom for the Church and the whole world.

For the Parliament
Father, you guide and govern everything with 
order and love. Look upon the assembly of our 
national leaders and fill them with the spirit of 
your wisdom. May they always act in accor-
dance with your will, and may their decisions 
be for the peace and well-being of all.
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