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— The Promised Land —

Not until Moses had died, and
Joshua took over as leader, did Areas Settled by the
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or the Canaanite gods.
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God’s House

KING SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

Following the conquest of Canaan,
the Israelites stopped carrying the
Tabernacle wherever they went.
Finally, when the monarchy was
established, King David brought
the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem, planning to build a
temple there (2 Samuel 6:1-19). But
it was his son Solomon who
actually built the first Temple.

High Priest

Temple.

Great bronze sea, or laver

Below: An artist’s cutaway
illustration of Solomon’s

Like the Tabernacle

Built of stone, the Temple was
similar in its ground plan to the
Tabernacle, but much larger. It was
paneled inside with cedarwood
imported from Lebanon. Like the
Tabernacle, the Temple housed the
altar of incense, the table of
showbread, lampstands, and, in
the Holy of Holies, the Ark of the
Covenant (1 Kings 5:1—6:38,
7:13—8:11).

Holy Place

Holy of Holies

Not a church
The Temple was not a meeting
place for God’s people, like a
modern church; only priests were
permitted inside it to perform the
ritual sacrifices and other duties.
Solomon’s Temple was destroyed
when the Babylonians captured
Jerusalem in 587 B.C. (2 Chronicles
36:15-19).

Ark of the
Covenant

Altar of sacrifice




JESUS’ LAST DAYS
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF

Asia Minor

The first three chapters of Reve-
lation consist of letters to seven
churches in Asia Minor.

Ephesus

With a population of up to 500,000,
Ephesus was the leading port of
Asia Minor, famed for the worship
of Artemis, whose priestesses were
cult prostitutes (2:1-7).

Smyrna

This ancient port (modern Izmir)
had a population of c. 200,000; was
a wealthy academic community;
boasted a “street of gold” with a
temple at each end (2:8-11).

Pergamum

With the second largest library in
the Roman Empire, Pergamum
was famous for parchment, and as
the site of the Asclepion (health
resort) and altar of Zeus (2:12-17).

Thyatira
A city of many trade guilds,
located on an imperial post road
(2:18-29).

Sardis

A wealthy fortress city set on a
hill; accessible to a fertile river
basin; rebuilt by Tiberius (3:1-6).

The Library of Celsus, Ephesus.

Philadelphia

A fortress city on an imperial post
road; educational center for
Hellenism (3:7-13).

Laodicea

Producer of world-famous black
wool; a banking center; had a
medical school (3:14-22).

The Gymnasium, Sardis.
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Top: Little remains of Laodicea.
Bottom: Forum, ancient Izmir.




