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The Mass for Children



THE MASS
A GIFT FROM JESUS

JESUS loved his Apostles so much that he promised
them he would never leave them alone. Because he

was going to ascend to sit at the right hand of God the
Father, he wanted to leave the Apostles and us a sign
that he would always be with us.

And so, on the night before he died on the Cross,
Jesus gathered his Apostles together for a very special
meal. The meal was special for two reasons.

The first reason was that he was celebrating a
Passover meal with them. Passover was a feast that the
Jewish people celebrated every year to remember how
the Lord had led Israel out of Egypt and how he had
freed them from their slavery.

The second reason why this meal was so special
was that Jesus was changing it. During the meal he took
the bread and told the Apostles that it was now his
Body. He took a cup of wine and told them that it was
now his Blood. He then told his Apostles to continue to
do what he was doing in this meal.

This is why we celebrate the Mass. We want to con-
tinue to do what Jesus told us to do. This is how we will
know that he is always with us until he comes back in
all his glory.

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Other texts
and illustrations © 2011 by Catholic Book Publishing Corp., N.J.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

THE ENTRANCE CHANT — As the Priest and ministers go to the
altar, the people sing the Entrance Chant, which begins our celebra-
tion of the Mass.

STAND
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THE GOSPEL — The Priest or Deacon reads the Gospel in the name
of Jesus, and Jesus himself becomes present among us through his 
Word.



THE GOSPEL

God Speaks to Us through Christ
The Priest or Deacon greets us in the name of Jesus.

Deacon (or Priest): The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.

Deacon (or Priest):

=�A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.

People:  Glory to you, O Lord.
We listen to the Priest or Deacon read the Gospel.

At the end of the Gospel:

Deacon (or Priest): The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE HOMILY

God Speaks to Us through the Priest
These readings are God’s message to us, but sometimes they 

can be difficult to understand. This is why the Priest or Deacon explains
the meaning of the readings to us in the Homily. The Homily also tells 
us how to live God’s Word in our own lives.

SIT
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