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GOD’S REVELATION IN THE BIBLE

1. Why are we on earth?
We are on earth to serve God and by serving Him
to gain eternal happiness in heaven.
“Life is short but of everlasting value; it contains
the seed of eternity”—St. Francis de Sales (d. 1662).
“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our

hearts are restless until they rest in You”—St.
Augustine (d. 430).
“The Church holds that the recognition of God is

in no way hostile to human dignity, since this dig-
nity is rooted and perfected in God. For human
beings were made intelligent and free members of
society by God Who created them; but even more
important, they are called as children to commune
with God and share in His happiness. She further
teaches that a hope related to the end of time [i.e.,
hope of the next life] does not diminish the impor-
tance of intervening duties but rather undergirds
the acquittal of them with fresh incentives” (Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World, no. 21).

2. What must we do to serve God?
To serve God we must 
1. have faith, 
2. keep the Commandments 
3. and receive the holy Sacraments and pray.
“Without faith it is impossible to please Him [God],
for whoever comes to God must believe that He
exists and that He rewards those who seek Him”
(Heb 11:6).
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“ ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?’ Jesus said to him, . . . ‘You know the 
Commandments: “Do not commit adultery. Do not
murder. Do not steal. Do not bear false witness.
Honor your father and your mother”,’,” (Lk 18:18-
20).
“Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can enter the

Kingdom of God without being born of water and
the Spirit” (Jn 3:5).
“Unless you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and

drink His Blood, you do not have life within you.
Those who eat My Flesh and drink My Blood have
eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last
day” (Jn 6:53-54).
“Then Jesus told them a parable about the need

for them to pray always and never to lose heart”
(Lk 18:1).
“Pray that you may not enter into temptation”

(Lk 22:40).

God created heaven and earth (Gen 1:1).
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NEW TESTAMENT HISTORICAL BOOKS

22. What are the Five Historical Books of the New 
Testament?

The Five Historical Books of the New Testament
are: the Four Gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles. These provide a record of the Life,
Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Savior of the world, and the beginning of the
Church He founded.
The word Gospel means “good news,” the good

news of salvation proclaimed by Christ and the
Church. It also refers to the four forms in which
this good news has come down to us in written
form: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Jesus Himself proclaimed the good news of

God’s Kingdom through His Person, teachings, and
deeds—especially His Passion, Death, and Resur-
rection. In turn, the Apostles preached this good
news of the Gospel after His Ascension, and only
some thirty years later was it set down in writing.
The sacred writers of the Gospel had before

them the oral Gospel tradition together with col-
lections of sayings of Jesus and eyewitness
accounts. They used these sources to weave a
coherent account for those people for whom their
Gospel was intended and for the purpose they had
in mind—liturgical, catechetical, or missionary.
They did not write biography alone. What they

wrote were faith documents based on historical
principles. The Evangelists presented the true say-
ings of Jesus in the light of the better understand-
ing they had after being enlightened by the Holy
Spirit.
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The Apostles were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ Transfiguration (Mt 17:1ff).

The heart of the Gospels is the Passion Narra-
tives—Jesus’ sufferings, Death, and Resurrection.
These are the central events in establishing the
New Covenant. To these are added the Public Life
of Jesus and the Infancy accounts (in Matthew and
Luke).
The first three Gospels are very similar and are

called Synoptic—because their contents can be
encompassed in a single glance if they are placed
in three adjacent columns. In their composition the
Evangelists used the identical sources or used one
another as sources. But each author has his own
distinctive arrangement.
The Gospel According to Matthew is known as

the first Gospel because there is a tradition that it
was written in Aramaic first, but this version is
lost. The Greek version extant was written in the
70’s or 80’s and was thus preceded by Mark. It is
characterized by clarity, pedagogical direction,
and remarkable balance in narrative sections and
the five magnificent discourses in chapters 6—7,
10, 13, 18 and 24—25.
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