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David overcomes Goliath with a sling shot—1 Sm 17, 49The Holy Spirit comes down upon Mary and the disciples—Acts 2:1f
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Moses breaks the tablets of the Commandments—Ex 32:19
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SAINT SIMON

S  IMON, a member of the Zealot party, was 
probably called by Christ while fishing, at 

the same time as Peter (Mt 4:18ff). The sword 
reflects the tradition that it was Simon who pro-
duced two swords to defend Jesus (Lk 22:38). 
Simon preached in the East and was martyred in 
Persia.

SAINT JUDE THADDAEUS

JUDE, a cousin of Jesus, was called at the same 
time as Peter (Mt 4:18ff). With the other 

Apostles, Jude witnessed the centurion’s request 
for his servant’s cure (Mt 8:5ff). Jude wrote an 
Epistle and preached in Armenia. He was behead-
ed (symbolized by the axe) after being clubbed.

JUDAS ISCARIOT

JUDAS came from Kerioth in Judah (“Iscariot” 
means a man of Kerioth) (Mt 10:4). He was the 

only non-Galilean Apostle and acted as treasurer 
(Jn 12:6). He betrayed his Master for thirty pieces 
of silver (Mt 26:15) with a kiss (Lk 22:47f). Then 
he hanged himself in remorse (Mt 27:3ff).

SAINT SIMON SAINT JUDE THADDAEUS

JUDAS ISCARIOT
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JESUS CHRIST—OUR LORD AND SAVIOR
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The 5
JOYFUL

MYSTERIES
(Said on Mondays and 
Saturdays [except during 
Lent], and Sundays from 
Advent until Lent.)

The Joyful Mysteries 
direct our mind to the 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior, Who 
took human nature from a 
human mother, Mary. They 
also bring to our atten-
tion some of the extraordi-
nary events that preceded, 
accompanied, and followed 
Christ’s birth.

1. THE ANNUNCIATION
Mary, you received with deep humil- 
ity the news of the Angel Gabriel that 
you were to be the Mother of God’s 
Son; obtain for me a similar humility.
 —Lk 1:26-38; Isa 7:10-15

1 Our Father.   10 Hail Marys.   1 Glory be.

2. THE VISITATION
Mary, you showed true charity in vis-
iting Elizabeth and remaining with 
her for three months before the birth 
of John the Baptist; obtain for me the 
grace to love my neighbor.
 —Lk 1:39-56

1 Our Father.   10 Hail Marys.   1 Glory be.

4. PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE
Mary, you obeyed the law of God in 
presenting the Child Jesus in the 
Temple; obtain for me the virtue of  
obedience. —Lk 2:22-40

1 Our Father.   10 Hail Marys.   1 Glory be.

3. THE BIRTH OF JESUS
Jesus, You lovingly accepted pov-
erty when You were placed in the 
manger; grant that I may have the 
spirit of poverty.
 —Lk 2:1-14; Mt 1:18-25; Gal 4:1-7 

1 Our Father. 10 Hail Marys. 1 Glory be.

5. FINDING IN THE TEMPLE
Mary, you were filled with sorrow at 
the loss of Jesus and overwhelmed 
with joy on finding Him surrounded by 
Teachers in the Temple; obtain for me 
the virtue of piety. —Lk 2:42-52

1 Our Father.   10 Hail Marys.   1 Glory be.
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Site of the Temple—The 
Dome of the Rock has a his-
tory sacred to three religions. 
Jewish tradition holds that 
Abraham sacrificed Isaac here 
(Gen 22:9-12); and both David 
and Solomon cherished this 
ground for the Great Temple. 
Mohammed is revered to have 
ascended into heaven on a 
steed at this spot. Herod the 
Great rebuilt a splendid temple 
on this site of previous such 
efforts—this was no doubt the 
Temple that Jesus well knew.

The Sacred Stairway—The As- 
sumptionist Fathers of St. Peter in 
Gallicantu (Cock-crow) Church excavat-
ed an ancient flight of steps, at this site 
believed the house and prison of the high 
priest Caiaphas. Within the city walls in 
the time of Jesus, these steps are the 
shortest way from Gethsemane to the 
upper city of Jerusalem (Lk 22:54-71).

The Star of Bethlehem—The silver 
star of the Grotto of the Nativity marks 
the spot where Jesus was believed born. 
The Holy Manger can be seen nearby, 
where Masses are celebrated. This is one 
of the most ancient of the churches in 
the world continuously in use, and was 
built in 325 by Constantine. The word 
“Bethlehem” means “House of Bread”  
(Lk 2:4-7).

LAND OF THE BIBLE

1
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6. JESUS AND vERONICA
O  JESUS, how graciously did You reward that cou-
rageous woman. When I side with You against sin 
and temptation, You surely will increase the beauty 
of my soul and fill me with joy and peace. Jesus, 
give me courage.

4. JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER
O  JESUS, Your afflicted Mother was resigned to 
Your Passion because she is my Mother also, and 
wants to see me live and die as a child of God. 
Grant me a tender love for You and Your holy 
Mother.

3. JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME
O JESUS, Your painful fall under the Cross and 
Your quick rise teach me to repent and rise 
instantly should I ever be forgetful of Your love 
and commit a mortal sin. Make me strong enough 
to conquer my wicked passions.

5. JESUS IS HELpED By SIMON
O JESUS, Simon first reluctantly helped You to 
carry the Cross. Make me better understand the 
value of my sufferings which should lead me closer 
to You, as Simon was united with You through the 
Cross.

10
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Dura-Lux Gift Editions
This Large Type Edition of the St. Joseph 
New Catholic Bible (NCB) is a welcome ad-
dition to the expanding line of NCB offer-
ings. Both the text and the rich explanatory 
footnotes of this fresh, faithful, and reader-
friendly translation are set in very readable 
fonts. A most welcome companion, this edi-
tion is intended to be used by Catholics for 
daily prayer and meditation, as well as for 
private devotion and group study. The con-
venient format comes in an attractive variety 
of colors, bindings, and price points. GIFT 
BOXED. 1856 pages. Size 61⁄2 x 91⁄4.

19,When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea
and approaching the boat, and they were
terrified.,s 20,But he said to them, “It is I.,*
Do not be afraid!”,t 21,They were ready to
take him into the boat, but the boat imme-
diately reached the shore toward which they
were heading.

B: Jesus, the Bread of Life for Believers*
Earthly Food and Heavenly Bread.* 22,The

next day, the crowd that had stayed on the
other side of the sea realized that there had
only been one boat there, and that Jesus had
not gone along with his disciples; rather, the
disciples had left by themselves. 23,Then some
boats from Tiberias came near the place
where the people had eaten the bread after
the Lord had given thanks. 24,When the crowd
saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats and
came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25,When the people found him on the other
side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?”,u 26,Jesus
answered them,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
you came looking for me
not because you have seen signs
but because you ate the loaves
and your hunger was satisfied.

27, Do not work for food that perishes
but for the food that endures for eternal

life,
which the Son of Man will give you.
For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.”,v

28,Then they asked him, “What must we
do if we are to carry out the works of God?”
29,Jesus replied,

“This is the work of God:
to believe in the one whom he has sent.”,w

30,They asked him further, “What sign can
you give us that we can see and come to
believe in you? What work will you do?,x

31,Our ancestors ate manna in the desert. As
it is written, ‘He gave them bread from
heaven,* to eat.’,”,y 32,Jesus replied,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
it was not Moses
who gave you the bread from heaven.
It is my Father
who gives you the true bread from

heaven.,z

33, For the bread of God is
he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.”,a

The Bread of Life.* 34,“Sir,” they begged
him, “give us this bread always.”,b 35,Jesus
answered them,

“I am,* the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be

hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never

be thirsty.,c
36, But I said to you that you have seen me

and yet you do not believe.,d
37, All that the Father gives me

will come to me,
and anyone who comes to me
I will never turn away.,e

38, For I have come down from heaven
not to do my own will
but the will of him who sent me.,f

The Bread of Life 157 JOHN 6:38

Jn

s Job 9:8; Pss 29:3-4; 77:20; Isa 43:16.—t Mt 14:27.—u Mt
23:7.—v Jn 6:50, 51, 54, 58; Ex 16:20; Isa 55:2; Rom 4:11.—w
1 Jn 3:23.—x Jn 1:21; 2:11; Mt 16:1-4; Lk 11:29-30.—y Ex 16:4,
15; Num 11:7-9; Neh 9:15; Ps 78:24.—z Mt 6:11.—a Jn 3:13,
31.—b Jn 4:15.—c Jn 8:12; Ex 3:14; Isa 55:1-3; Am 8:11-13.—d
Jn 20:29.—e Jn 17:2, 6, 9.—f Jn 4:34; Mt 26:39; Heb 10:9.

6:20 It is I: literally, “I AM,” the formula that reveals the
name of the Lord in the Old Testament (see Ex 3:14; Isa 41:4,
10, 14; 43:1-3, 10, 13). Hence, the evangelist is alluding to Jesus
as the Son of God. See note on Jn 4:26.

6:22-71 Jesus’ gestures and actions are always signs of God;
in them is expressed something of the mystery of Christ. Thus,
the fourth evangelist places on the lips of Jesus a discourse that
unveils the mystery. Here, then, is the deep meaning of the mir-
acle of the loaves: Jesus is the Messenger of God, the true Bread
handed over to gain life with God for the whole world.

Thus, it is announced that the words of Jesus are food for peo-
ple, and that the life of Jesus is given on the cross for the salva-
tion of all. But the Christian addressees of the fourth Gospel
could not read this discourse without interpreting it as already
announcing the rite inaugurated at the Last Supper (Mt 26:26),
the Eucharist, memorial of the body handed over, of the blood
shed, of the sacrifice of the cross.

Therefore, this discourse can be read on two levels. The
author of the Gospel certainly wanted it so read: the word of
God instructs one in the ways of God and the word of God is the
bread of life that nourishes the spiritual hunger of God’s people.

6:22-33 There is a hunger for everlasting life, a hunger for
God! And there is a bread of God, a food that gives everlasting
life to those who believe in Jesus.The miracle of the manna was
a symbol of this food (Ex 16:4, 13-15).

6:31 Bread from heaven: see Ex 14:4, 15, 32-34; Ps 78:24.
There was a belief that the manna had been hidden by Jeremiah (see
2 Mac 2:5-8) and would reappear at Passover in Messianic times.

6:34-40 Jesus makes an astonishing affirmation: there is a
Bread of God for us, and it is a person. Jesus himself fulfills his
Father’s plan for us; in Jesus God is present so that we may have
true life.To receive God’s Bread is to believe in Jesus and accept
him as the Son of God to receive through him the life his Father
intends for us. What an astonishing gift! Jesus does not allow
himself to be worshiped as a god or a hero; he says of himself
that he came to satisfy the hunger of people and to fulfill our life.
Every other food is only a diversion for our essential hunger.
Jesus is the Bread that satisfies this hunger.

6:35 I am . . . : this is the first of seven self-descriptions of
Jesus introduced by“I am”(see Jn 8:12; and 9:5; 10:7, 9; 10:11,
14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). These echo Ex 3:14 (see notes on Jn
4:26 and 6:20).
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19,When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea
and approaching the boat, and they were
terrified.,s 20,But he said to them, “It is I.,*
Do not be afraid!”,t 21,They were ready to
take him into the boat, but the boat imme-
diately reached the shore toward which they
were heading.

B: Jesus, the Bread of Life for Believers*
Earthly Food and Heavenly Bread.* 22,The

next day, the crowd that had stayed on the
other side of the sea realized that there had
only been one boat there, and that Jesus had
not gone along with his disciples; rather, the
disciples had left by themselves. 23,Then some
boats from Tiberias came near the place
where the people had eaten the bread after
the Lord had given thanks. 24,When the crowd
saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats and
came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25,When the people found him on the other
side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?”,u 26,Jesus
answered them,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
you came looking for me
not because you have seen signs
but because you ate the loaves
and your hunger was satisfied.

27, Do not work for food that perishes
but for the food that endures for eternal

life,
which the Son of Man will give you.
For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.”,v

28,Then they asked him, “What must we
do if we are to carry out the works of God?”
29,Jesus replied,

“This is the work of God:
to believe in the one whom he has sent.”,w

30,They asked him further, “What sign can
you give us that we can see and come to
believe in you? What work will you do?,x

31,Our ancestors ate manna in the desert. As
it is written, ‘He gave them bread from
heaven,* to eat.’,”,y 32,Jesus replied,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
it was not Moses
who gave you the bread from heaven.
It is my Father
who gives you the true bread from

heaven.,z

33, For the bread of God is
he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.”,a

The Bread of Life.* 34,“Sir,” they begged
him, “give us this bread always.”,b 35,Jesus
answered them,

“I am,* the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be

hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never

be thirsty.,c
36, But I said to you that you have seen me

and yet you do not believe.,d
37, All that the Father gives me

will come to me,
and anyone who comes to me
I will never turn away.,e

38, For I have come down from heaven
not to do my own will
but the will of him who sent me.,f

The Bread of Life 157 JOHN 6:38

Jn

s Job 9:8; Pss 29:3-4; 77:20; Isa 43:16.—t Mt 14:27.—u Mt
23:7.—v Jn 6:50, 51, 54, 58; Ex 16:20; Isa 55:2; Rom 4:11.—w
1 Jn 3:23.—x Jn 1:21; 2:11; Mt 16:1-4; Lk 11:29-30.—y Ex 16:4,
15; Num 11:7-9; Neh 9:15; Ps 78:24.—z Mt 6:11.—a Jn 3:13,
31.—b Jn 4:15.—c Jn 8:12; Ex 3:14; Isa 55:1-3; Am 8:11-13.—d
Jn 20:29.—e Jn 17:2, 6, 9.—f Jn 4:34; Mt 26:39; Heb 10:9.

6:20 It is I: literally, “I AM,” the formula that reveals the
name of the Lord in the Old Testament (see Ex 3:14; Isa 41:4,
10, 14; 43:1-3, 10, 13). Hence, the evangelist is alluding to Jesus
as the Son of God. See note on Jn 4:26.

6:22-71 Jesus’ gestures and actions are always signs of God;
in them is expressed something of the mystery of Christ. Thus,
the fourth evangelist places on the lips of Jesus a discourse that
unveils the mystery. Here, then, is the deep meaning of the mir-
acle of the loaves: Jesus is the Messenger of God, the true Bread
handed over to gain life with God for the whole world.

Thus, it is announced that the words of Jesus are food for peo-
ple, and that the life of Jesus is given on the cross for the salva-
tion of all. But the Christian addressees of the fourth Gospel
could not read this discourse without interpreting it as already
announcing the rite inaugurated at the Last Supper (Mt 26:26),
the Eucharist, memorial of the body handed over, of the blood
shed, of the sacrifice of the cross.

Therefore, this discourse can be read on two levels. The
author of the Gospel certainly wanted it so read: the word of
God instructs one in the ways of God and the word of God is the
bread of life that nourishes the spiritual hunger of God’s people.

6:22-33 There is a hunger for everlasting life, a hunger for
God! And there is a bread of God, a food that gives everlasting
life to those who believe in Jesus. The miracle of the manna was
a symbol of this food (Ex 16:4, 13-15).

6:31 Bread from heaven: see Ex 14:4, 15, 32-34; Ps 78:24.
There was a belief that the manna had been hidden by Jeremiah (see
2 Mac 2:5-8) and would reappear at Passover in Messianic times.

6:34-40 Jesus makes an astonishing affirmation: there is a
Bread of God for us, and it is a person. Jesus himself fulfills his
Father’s plan for us; in Jesus God is present so that we may have
true life. To receive God’s Bread is to believe in Jesus and accept
him as the Son of God to receive through him the life his Father
intends for us. What an astonishing gift! Jesus does not allow
himself to be worshiped as a god or a hero; he says of himself
that he came to satisfy the hunger of people and to fulfill our life.
Every other food is only a diversion for our essential hunger.
Jesus is the Bread that satisfies this hunger.

6:35 I am . . . : this is the first of seven self-descriptions of
Jesus introduced by “I am” (see Jn 8:12; and 9:5; 10:7, 9; 10:11,
14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). These echo Ex 3:14 (see notes on Jn
4:26 and 6:20).
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19,When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea
and approaching the boat, and they were
terrified.,s 20,But he said to them, “It is I.,*
Do not be afraid!”,t 21,They were ready to
take him into the boat, but the boat imme-
diately reached the shore toward which they
were heading.

B: Jesus, the Bread of Life for Believers*
Earthly Food and Heavenly Bread.* 22,The

next day, the crowd that had stayed on the
other side of the sea realized that there had
only been one boat there, and that Jesus had
not gone along with his disciples; rather, the
disciples had left by themselves. 23,Then some
boats from Tiberias came near the place
where the people had eaten the bread after
the Lord had given thanks. 24,When the crowd
saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats and
came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25,When the people found him on the other
side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi,
when did you come here?”,u 26,Jesus
answered them,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
you came looking for me
not because you have seen signs
but because you ate the loaves
and your hunger was satisfied.

27, Do not work for food that perishes
but for the food that endures for eternal

life,
which the Son of Man will give you.
For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.”,v

28,Then they asked him, “What must we
do if we are to carry out the works of God?”
29,Jesus replied,

“This is the work of God:
to believe in the one whom he has sent.”,w

30,They asked him further, “What sign can
you give us that we can see and come to
believe in you? What work will you do?,x

31,Our ancestors ate manna in the desert. As
it is written, ‘He gave them bread from
heaven,* to eat.’,”,y 32,Jesus replied,

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
it was not Moses
who gave you the bread from heaven.
It is my Father
who gives you the true bread from

heaven.,z

33, For the bread of God is
he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.”,a

The Bread of Life.* 34,“Sir,” they begged
him, “give us this bread always.”,b 35,Jesus
answered them,

“I am,* the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be

hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never

be thirsty.,c
36, But I said to you that you have seen me

and yet you do not believe.,d
37, All that the Father gives me

will come to me,
and anyone who comes to me
I will never turn away.,e

38, For I have come down from heaven
not to do my own will
but the will of him who sent me.,f

The Bread of Life 157 JOHN 6:38

Jn

s Job 9:8; Pss 29:3-4; 77:20; Isa 43:16.—t Mt 14:27.—u Mt
23:7.—v Jn 6:50, 51, 54, 58; Ex 16:20; Isa 55:2; Rom 4:11.—w
1 Jn 3:23.—x Jn 1:21; 2:11; Mt 16:1-4; Lk 11:29-30.—y Ex 16:4,
15; Num 11:7-9; Neh 9:15; Ps 78:24.—z Mt 6:11.—a Jn 3:13,
31.—b Jn 4:15.—c Jn 8:12; Ex 3:14; Isa 55:1-3; Am 8:11-13.—d
Jn 20:29.—e Jn 17:2, 6, 9.—f Jn 4:34; Mt 26:39; Heb 10:9.

6:20 It is I: literally, “I AM,” the formula that reveals the
name of the Lord in the Old Testament (see Ex 3:14; Isa 41:4,
10, 14; 43:1-3, 10, 13). Hence, the evangelist is alluding to Jesus
as the Son of God. See note on Jn 4:26.

6:22-71 Jesus’ gestures and actions are always signs of God;
in them is expressed something of the mystery of Christ. Thus,
the fourth evangelist places on the lips of Jesus a discourse that
unveils the mystery. Here, then, is the deep meaning of the mir-
acle of the loaves: Jesus is the Messenger of God, the true Bread
handed over to gain life with God for the whole world.

Thus, it is announced that the words of Jesus are food for peo-
ple, and that the life of Jesus is given on the cross for the salva-
tion of all. But the Christian addressees of the fourth Gospel
could not read this discourse without interpreting it as already
announcing the rite inaugurated at the Last Supper (Mt 26:26),
the Eucharist, memorial of the body handed over, of the blood
shed, of the sacrifice of the cross.

Therefore, this discourse can be read on two levels. The
author of the Gospel certainly wanted it so read: the word of
God instructs one in the ways of God and the word of God is the
bread of life that nourishes the spiritual hunger of God’s people.

6:22-33 There is a hunger for everlasting life, a hunger for
God! And there is a bread of God, a food that gives everlasting
life to those who believe in Jesus. The miracle of the manna was
a symbol of this food (Ex 16:4, 13-15).

6:31 Bread from heaven: see Ex 14:4, 15, 32-34; Ps 78:24.
There was a belief that the manna had been hidden by Jeremiah (see
2 Mac 2:5-8) and would reappear at Passover in Messianic times.

6:34-40 Jesus makes an astonishing affirmation: there is a
Bread of God for us, and it is a person. Jesus himself fulfills his
Father’s plan for us; in Jesus God is present so that we may have
true life. To receive God’s Bread is to believe in Jesus and accept
him as the Son of God to receive through him the life his Father
intends for us. What an astonishing gift! Jesus does not allow
himself to be worshiped as a god or a hero; he says of himself
that he came to satisfy the hunger of people and to fulfill our life.
Every other food is only a diversion for our essential hunger.
Jesus is the Bread that satisfies this hunger.

6:35 I am . . . : this is the first of seven self-descriptions of
Jesus introduced by “I am” (see Jn 8:12; and 9:5; 10:7, 9; 10:11,
14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). These echo Ex 3:14 (see notes on Jn
4:26 and 6:20).
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind

MARK 7:30 76 Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

p 31-37: Mt 15:29-31.—q Lk 11:14.—r Mk 8:23.—s Jn
11:41.—t Isa 35:5, 6.—u Mt 15:31.—v 1-10: Mk 6:34-44; Mt
15:32-39.—w Mt 9:36.—x Mt 14:19.—y 11-13: Mt 12:38-39;
16:1-4.—z Lk 11:16.—a Mk 7:34.—b 14-21: Mt 16:5-12; Lk
12:1.—c Mk 12:13; 1 Cor 5:6-8.—d Mk 4:13; Isa 6:9, 10.—e Jer
5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind

MARK 7:30 76 Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

p 31-37: Mt 15:29-31.—q Lk 11:14.—r Mk 8:23.—s Jn
11:41.—t Isa 35:5, 6.—u Mt 15:31.—v 1-10: Mk 6:34-44; Mt
15:32-39.—w Mt 9:36.—x Mt 14:19.—y 11-13: Mt 12:38-39;
16:1-4.—z Lk 11:16.—a Mk 7:34.—b 14-21: Mt 16:5-12; Lk
12:1.—c Mk 12:13; 1 Cor 5:6-8.—d Mk 4:13; Isa 6:9, 10.—e Jer
5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind

MARK 7:30 76 Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

p 31-37: Mt 15:29-31.—q Lk 11:14.—r Mk 8:23.—s Jn
11:41.—t Isa 35:5, 6.—u Mt 15:31.—v 1-10: Mk 6:34-44; Mt
15:32-39.—w Mt 9:36.—x Mt 14:19.—y 11-13: Mt 12:38-39;
16:1-4.—z Lk 11:16.—a Mk 7:34.—b 14-21: Mt 16:5-12; Lk
12:1.—c Mk 12:13; 1 Cor 5:6-8.—d Mk 4:13; Isa 6:9, 10.—e Jer
5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind
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p 31-37: Mt 15:29-31.—q Lk 11:14.—r Mk 8:23.—s Jn
11:41.—t Isa 35:5, 6.—u Mt 15:31.—v 1-10: Mk 6:34-44; Mt
15:32-39.—w Mt 9:36.—x Mt 14:19.—y 11-13: Mt 12:38-39;
16:1-4.—z Lk 11:16.—a Mk 7:34.—b 14-21: Mt 16:5-12; Lk
12:1.—c Mk 12:13; 1 Cor 5:6-8.—d Mk 4:13; Isa 6:9, 10.—e Jer
5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind
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5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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has gone out of your daughter.” 30,And
when she returned home, she found the
child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man.* 31,p,Returning
from the region of Tyre, Jesus traveled by
way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, and into
the region of the Decapolis. 32,Thereupon
people brought to him a deaf man who had a
speech impediment and begged him to lay
his hand on him.,q 33,He took him aside, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into the
man’s ears and, spitting, touched his
tongue.,r 34,Then, looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha!” which
means, “Be opened!”,s 35,At once, the man’s
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened,
and he spoke properly.,t

36,Then he ordered them not to tell any-
one, but the more he ordered them not to
do so, the more widely they proclaimed it.
37,Their astonishment was beyond mea-
sure. “He has done all things well,” they
said. “He even makes the deaf able to hear
and the mute able to speak.”,u

CHAPTER 8
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand.* 1,v,In those

days, a great crowd had again assembled,
and they had nothing to eat. Jesus called his
disciples to him and said to them, 2,“I am
moved with compassion for these people,
because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat.,w 3,If I
send them away hungry to their homes,
they will collapse on the way—and some of
them have come from far off.”

4,His disciples replied, “How can anyone
find enough bread here in this deserted
place to feed these men?” 5,He asked them,
“How many loaves do you have?” They
replied, “Seven.”

6,Jesus ordered the crowd to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
and after giving thanks he broke them and

gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the people.
7,There were also a few small fish, and after
blessing them he commanded that these
too should be distributed.,x 8,They ate and
were satisfied. Afterward, the disciples
picked up the fragments left over—seven
full baskets. 9,The people there numbered
about four thousand. And when he had
sent them away, 10,he immediately got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the
district of Dalmanutha.*

The Demand for a Sign.* 11,y,The Pharisees
came forward and began to argue with
him. To put him to the test they asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.,z

12,Sighing from the depths of his spirit, he
said, “Why does this generation ask for a
sign? Amen, I say to you, no sign will be
given to this generation.”,a 13,Then he left
them, got into the boat again, and sailed
across to the other side.

The Yeast of the Pharisees.* 14,b,They had
forgotten to bring any bread with them,
and they had only one loaf in the boat.
15,Jesus then gave them this warning, “Be
careful, and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”,c 16,They
talked about this to one another and con-
cluded: “It is because we have no bread.’’

17,Becoming aware of what they were dis-
cussing, he said to them, “Why are you talk-
ing about having no bread? Do you still not
understand or comprehend? Are your
hearts hardened?,d 18,Do you have eyes and
fail to see? Do you have ears and fail to hear?

“And do you not remember?,e 19,When I
broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets filled with fragments did
you collect?” They answered, “Twelve.”,f

20,“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets filled with
fragments did you collect?” They answered,
“Seven.”,g 21,He said to them, “Do you still
not understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man.* 22,They arrived at
Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind
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12:1.—c Mk 12:13; 1 Cor 5:6-8.—d Mk 4:13; Isa 6:9, 10.—e Jer
5:21; Ezek 12:2.—f Mt 14:20; Jn 6:13.—g Mt 15:37.

7:31-37 The miracle of the deaf mute is omitted by the
other evangelists. This man may also have been a pagan, for
the population of the Decapolis was mostly pagan. The various
gestures that Jesus performs on the man had the sole purpose
of strengthening his faith. Mark might have recounted them
in detail to foreshadow the future Christian Sacraments.

8:1-10 See note on Mt 15:29-39.
8:10 Dalmanutha: location unknown.
8:11-13 See note on Mt 16:1-4.
8:14-21 See note on Mt 16:5-12.
8:22-26 Jesus’ actions and the healing of the blind man

seem to have the same purpose as his actions and the healing
of the deaf mute (see Mk 7:3-37). Some scholars regard both
healings as a means of expressing the gradual enlightenment
of the disciples about Jesus’ Messiahship.
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40,One of the two who had heard John 
speak and had followed Jesus was Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter. 41,The first thing 
Andrew did was to seek out his brother 
Simon and say to him, “We have found the 
Messiah”,* (which, translated, is “Christ”),,f 
42,and he took him to Jesus. Jesus gazed at 
him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 
You will be called Cephas”,* (which, trans-
lated, is “Peter”).,g

43,The next day Jesus,* decided to go to 
Galilee. Encountering Philip, he said to him, 
“Follow me.”,h 44,Philip came from the same 
town, Bethsaida,,* as Andrew and Peter. 
45,Philip found Nathanael,* and said to him, 
“We have found the one about whom Moses 
in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—
Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth.”,i 
46,Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come from Nazareth?” Philip replied, 
“Come and see.”,j 

47,When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
toward him, he said of him, “Behold, a true 
Israelite, in whom there is no deception.”,*,k 
48,Nathanael asked him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
summoned you, when you were under the 
fig tree,,* I saw you.”,l 49,Nathanael said to 
him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You 
are the King of Israel.”,m 50,Jesus responded, 
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than that.” 51,Then he added, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, you will see the heavens 
opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.”,*,n

CHAPTER 2

C: The First Sign Worked by Jesus

The Wedding Feast at Cana.* 1,On the 
third day, there was a wedding at Cana,* 
in Galilee. The mother of Jesus was there,,o 
2,and Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited. 3,When the wine was exhausted, the 
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4,Jesus responded, “Woman,,* what 
concern is this to us? My hour has not yet 
come.”,p 5,His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”,q

6,Now standing nearby there were six stone 
water jars, of the type used for Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty to thir-
ty gallons.,r 7,Jesus instructed the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” When they had 
filled them to the brim, 8,he ordered them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the chief 
steward,” and they did so.

9,When the chief steward tasted the water 
that had become wine, he did not know 
where it came from, although the servants 
who had drawn the water knew. The chief 
steward called over the bridegroom,s 10,,and 
said, “Everyone serves the choice wine first, 
and then an inferior vintage when the guests 
have been drinking for a while. However, 
you have saved the best wine until now.”,*

11,Jesus performed this, the first of his 
signs,,* at Cana in Galilee, thereby revealing 

JOHN 1:40 146 The Wedding Feast at Cana

f Jn 4:25.—g Gen 17:5, 15; Mt 16:18; Mk 3:16.—h Jn 6:5-7; 
Mt 10:3.—i Jn 21:2; Lk 3:23.—j Jn 7:41, 42.—k Ps 32:2; Rom 
9:4, 6.—l Mic 4:4; Zec 3:10.—m Jn 12:13; Ex 4:22; Deut 14:1; 
2 Sam 7:14; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; Pss 2:7; 89:27; Wis 2:18; Sir 
4:10; Dan 3:25; Hos 11:1; Mt 14:33; 16:16; Mk 13:32.—n Gen 
28:10-17; Dan 7:13.—o Jn 4:46; 21:2; Jdg 14:12; Tob 11:8.—p 
Jn 7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 13:1; 19:26; Jdg 11:12; 1 Ki 17:18; 2 Ki 
3:13; 2 Chr 35:21; Hos 14:9; Mt 8:29; 26:18; Mk 1:24; 5:7; 
7:30; 12:23; 13:1.—q Gen 41:55.—r Jn 3:25; Lev 11:33; Am 
9:13-14; Mt 15:2; 23:25-26; Mk 7:2-4; Lk 11:38.—s Jn 4:46.

1:41 Messiah: Greek transliteration of the Hebrew word 
for “Anointed One,” which is used only here and in Jn 4:25 in 
this Gospel. The Greek translation Christos (“Christ”) appears 
everywhere else.

1:42 Cephas in Aramaic signifies “stone, rock” (see Mt 
16:18). It was not used at that time as a personal name. Peter: 
i.e., Petros, the Greek equivalent of Cephas.

1:43 Jesus: literally, “he,” which could also refer to Peter.
1:44 Bethsaida: on the northern shore of Lake Tiberias.
1:45 Nathanael was certainly the apostle Bartholomew; 

see Mt 10:3.
1:47 A true Israelite, in whom there is no deception: 

this phrase recalls the fact that Jacob was the first to bear the

name “Israel” (Gen 32:29), but he was an “Israelite” in whom 
there was deception (Gen 27:35-36).

1:48 Under the fig tree: a phrase signifying Messianic 
peace (see Mic 4:4; Zec 3:10).

1:51 Son of Man: see note on Mt 8:20 for the use of this 
term in the New Testament. In John, it occurs 13 times and is 
commonly associated with themes of crucifixion and suffering 
(Jn 3:14; 8:28) and revelation (Jn 6:27, 53) as well as eschato-
logical authority (Jn 5:27; 9:39).

2:1-12 The evangelist calls special attention to the presence 
of the Mother of Jesus. Her role is to call Jesus to the cross and 
then stand by him in his Passion (Jn 19:25-26).

2:1 Cana was five miles northeast of Nazareth.
2:4 Woman: a universal address from son to mother; it 

is used again in Jn 19:26, where its meaning becomes evi-
dent: Mary is the new Eve, mother of the living (Gen 3:15, 20). 
My hour has not yet come: the hour is that of Jesus’ glorifi-
cation and return to the Father (see Jn 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 
13:1; 17:1; 19:27). It is determined by the Father and cannot 
be anticipated. The miracle worked at Mary’s intercession is a 
prophetic symbol of it.

2:10 The first wine represents the first Covenant, the sec-
ond better wine represents the New Covenant. Jesus is prefig-
uring the Messianic banquet.

2:11 Signs: a term used by John to indicate Jesus’ miracles, 
emphasizing the significance rather than the marvelous charac-
ter of the event (see Jn 4:54; 6:14; 9:16; 11:47). These signs 
reveal Jesus’ glory (Jn 1:14, Isa 35:1-2; Joel 3:18; Am 9:13).
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Meet the challenge of creating famous 
scenes from Jesus’ life—from the visit 
of the Magi until the night before He 
died for us—using 1000 puzzle pieces. 
Rich, magnificent colors; intricate detail; 
and great artistic masters invite you into 
Jesus’ time. Your efforts will be richly 
rewarded as you complete your 27″ x 
19″ masterpiece.

P2001
The Wedding Feast at Cana

P2002
The Last Supper

P2003
Miraculous Draught of Fishes

P2000
Adoration of the Magi
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THE PARABLES OF JESUS:
Invitations to Grace

Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli, 
S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D.

Follow Jesus through His interaction 
with farmers, shepherds, aristocrats, 
religious and political leaders, and labor-
ers in 13 parables filled with contrast, 
exaggeration, humor, and surprise that 
represent more than one third of His 
teachings. 176 pages. Size 51/4 x 73/4.
No. 934/04—Paperback cover  .......7.95
ISBN 978-1-953152-08-4

A RETREAT IN THE 
DESERT WITH JESUS

A Lenten Survival Kit
Bernard-Marie, O.F.S.

Nurture your faith in both the 
Lenten Season and beyond.  Rich 
in spiritual primers, it can help you 
to take stock of your life and live 
better the grace of your Baptism. 
Spend a little time with one of the 
Readings of the Day. 112 pages. 
Size 4 x 61/4.
No. 936/04—Paperback ..... 6.95
ISBN 978-1-947070-89-9

Most Rev. Arthur J. Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D.

Written with deep devotion and respect for 
Jesus’ earthly father, these nine biblical reflec-
tions will help you to grow in your knowledge 
and love of the Church’s holy patron, St. Joseph.

You, your family, and the Church will be blessed 
by praying to the holy, humble, just, and trust-
worthy St. Joseph. He has the power to assist 
and protect us as he did most perfectly for Mary 
and their Son. 96 pages. Size 43/8 x 63/4. 
No. 946/04—Paperback cover ................5.95 
ISBN 978-1-953152-30-5

SCRIPTURAL NOVENA TO 
SAINT JOSEPH

Written with deep devotion and respect for 
Jesus’ earthly father, these nine biblical reflec-
tions will help you to grow in your knowledge 
and love of the Church’s holy patron, St. Joseph.

You, your family, and the Church will be blessed 
by praying to the holy, humble, just, and trust-
worthy St. Joseph. He has the power to assist 
and protect us as he did most perfectly for Mary 

5.95 

catholicbookpublishing.com

SPIRITUAL READING

JIGSAW PUZZLES

CATHOLIC TREASURY
OF PRAYERS

A prayer companion for all time. 
Features sections devoted to 
the Mass, the Psalms, and 
prayers to Our Blessed Mother, 
St. Joseph, and Patron Saints. 
176 pages. Size 4 x 61/4.
No. 938/19—
Dura-Lux cover .................. 10.95
ISBN 978-1-953152-41-1 

1000 
PIECES ea.
$19.00 ea.
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